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The Cave of Poverty and Poetry.
Keen, hollow winds howl thro' the bleak recess,          35
Emblem of Music caus'd by Emptiness.
Hence Bards, like Proteus long in vain ty'd down,
triumphs of Barbarism over Science. W. <The Cell of Poverty and Poetry,
situated in Dunciad A in the neighbourhood of Rag Fair, was shifted in 17430 to
the neighbourhood of Bedlam. Warburton's reference to "a little unendowed
Hall" is obscure; but, in view of the mention of "Professors" immediately
afterwards, the Hall may perhaps be identified with Sion College, close to
Bedlam. Dr. Joseph Trapp, Professor of Poetry at Oxford from 1708-18, was,
at the time Warburton's note was written, President of Sion College; and on
April 26, 1743 he had published a Concio ad Clerum Londinensem. For Trapp, see
Biog. App. He was a frequent subject of ridicule by the wits.>
34. Poverty and Poetry] I cannot here omit a remark that will greatly endear
our Author to every one, who shall attentively observe that Humanity and
Candor, which every where appears in him towards those unhappy objects
of the ridicule of all mankind, the bad Poets. He here imputes ... to be satyr-
ized <A i 4i>.
37. Hence Bards, like Proteus]
Sunt quibus inpluresjus est transirejiguras:
Ut ttbi, complexi terram marts incola, Proteu;
Nunc violentus aper, mine quern tetigisse timerent,
Anguis eras, mode tefaciebant cornua Taurum,
StBpe Lapis poteras.                            Ovid. Met. viii <73O fF.>.
Neither Palaephatus, Phurnutus, nor Heraclides give us any steddy light into
the mythology of this mysterious fable. If I be not deceived in a part of learning
which has so long exercised my pen, by Proteus must certainly be meant a
hacknied Town scribler; and by his Transformations, the various disguises such
a one assumes, to elude the pursuit of his irreconcilable enemy, the Bailiff.
Proteus is represented as one bred of the mud and slime of ^Egypt, the original
soil of Arts and Letters: And what is a Town-scribler, but a creature made up
of the excrements of luxurious Science? By the change then into a Boar is meant
his character of a. furious and dirty Party-writer-, the Snake signifies a Libeller; and
the Horns of the Butt, the Dilemmas of a Polemical Answerer. These are the three
great parts he acts under; and when he has completed his circle^ he sinks back
again, as the last change into a Stone denotes, into his natural state of immoveable
Stupidity, If I may expect thanks of the learned world for this discovery, I
would by no means deprive that excellent Critic of his share, who discovered
before me, that in the character of Proteus was designed Sophistam> Magwn,
Politician, pr&sertim rebus omnibus sese accommodantem. Which in "English is, A
Political writer, a Libeller, and a Disputer, writing indifferently for or against every party
in the State, every sect in Religion, and every character in private life. See my Fables of
Ovid explained. ABBE BANIER* W. <Banier*s name is set by Warburtou to this